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E2.  ENCLOSURE 2 
DEFINITIONS 

 
E2.1.1. Cooperative Research and Development Agreement (CRADA).  An agreement between 

one or more Federal laboratories and/or technical activities and one or more non-
Federal parties.  Under a CRADA, the Government laboratories and/or technical 
activities shall provide personnel, services, facilities, equipment or other resources with 
or without reimbursement (but not funds to the non-Federal parties).  CRADAs are 
instruments that may be used in all aspects of a product and/or system life cycle where 
RDT&E activities occur.  The non-Federal parties shall provide funds, personnel, 
services, facilities, equipment or other resources toward the conduct of specified R&D 
efforts that are consistent with the missions of the laboratory.  The CRADA partners shall 
share in the intellectual property developed under the effort.  The terms of a CRADA 
may not conform to a procurement contract or cooperative agreement as those terms 
are used in Sections 6303-6305 of 31 U.S.C. (reference (i)).  Besides that definition, two 
types of CRADAs are, as follows: 

 
E2.1.1.1. Technical Assistance CRADA.  That allows a Federal laboratory and a non-

Federal partner to work jointly to assist local businesses by providing limited (4-
day maximum) free technical consulting.  Preference is given to non-Federal 
partners that are State organizations, universities, non-profit entities, or 
business incubators that shall publicize availability of Federal assistance, 
receive and assess requests for cooperative research, ensure that the 
laboratory and/or technical activity shall not compete with private organizations, 
and coordinate work of the laboratory and/or technical activity with the 
requester companies.  The laboratory and/or technical activity shall provide the 
required assistance and reports to the CRADA partner and the requester 
company.  The requester company only shall provide a problem statement and 
sign a short 2-page “mini-CRADA” agreement, "sub-agreement," or "CRADA 
amendment." 

 
E2.1.1.2. Military-Use CRADA.  A CRADA between a DoD laboratory and/or technical 

activity and an industrial partner to utilize existing unique capabilities and 
facilities at the DoD laboratory in a product or process intended primarily for 
DoD or other military use.  Each participant recognizes that it cannot support 
the research alone nor duplicate existing research or facilities.  The technology 
is incorporated in new DoD systems or products as well as in other commercial 
opportunities.  Specific concerns to be addressed in each military-use CRADA 
include the following: 

 
E2.1.1.2.1. A CRADA may be the proper vehicle (work is not a contract). 

 
E2.1.1.2.2. Government rights are maintained (not establishing a sole source). 

 
E2.1.1.2.3. Equal opportunity shall be provided to other qualified companies. 

 
E2.1.1.2.4. The laboratory shall not compete with private sector. 

 
E2.1.1.2.5. Preferably, the funds for the laboratory shall not go through 

industry. 


